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cloister of Vivarium, which he had founded in his territory'of
Bruttium, a possession which his great-grandfather had formerly
defended against Genseric. It was his wish that the monks should
collect in their cloisters all the literary works of classic antiquity.
Perhaps this idea, that culture should take refuge in the monas-
teries, was inspired by the war of Justinian, which had prevented
him from establishing the school of theology that he had dreamed
of founding.

Here too we must mention Arator, who entered the service of
the State under the reign of Athalaric, becoming comes domesticorunt
and comes rerum privatarum. He entered the Church, probably
during the siege of Rome by Vitiges, for the sake of asylum. In
544 he publicly declaimed his poem De actibus apostolorum in the
Church of San Pietro-in-Vinculi.

Venantius Fortunatus, born between 530 and 540, studied
grammar, rhetoric and jurisprudence at Ravenna. In 560 he left
for Gaul, where he won the favour of Sigebert of Austrasia and
other great personages. At Poitiers he came into contact ,with
Saint Radegunda, who had just founded there the monastery of
the Holy Cross. There he became a priest, and he died Bishop
of Poitiers.

His poems were mainly panegyrics; the more notable are those
dedicated to Chilperic, whose talents he praises, and to Fredegond.
He lauds the Roman eloquence of Caribert.1 He praises Duke
Lupus, a Roman who took pleasure in attracting to the court of
his master those of his compatriots who, like Andarchius, were
distinguished for their learning.2 He celebrates the eloquence of
Gogo; and on the occasion of the marriage of Sigebert and Brun-
haut he composed an epithalamium in which Cupid and Venus
figure. He is the author of an epitaph on a barbarian girl, Vilithuta,
who died in childbed at the age of seventeen, and whose education
had made her a Roman. He also wrote hymns.

Barthenius, who had studied in Rome, was Theodebert's magister

1  EBERT, Op. tit., VOL I, p. 556.

2  GREGORY OF TOURS, Hist. Franc*, IV, 46.
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